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Many have advanced the idea that vaccination is perhaps Mankind's greatest medical
achievement. Historically, it has been documented that the inoculation of dried pox-pus
was practiced in Persia and India as an operation where the surface of the body was
injured with needles or lancets, and foreign puss from "pox" or perhaps other disease
effusions were placed into direct contact with the bloody wound or bloodstream of the
inoculation recipient. Among the Arabs, there are accounts that citizens would "purchase
the pox," by exchanging raisins and other fruits with an infected person who would serve
as the donor of the lymph (Pylarini, Phil Trans., 1716 Vol XXIV., p, 393). In China, it is
claimed that dried material from pox and other disease-derived effusions were introduced
in the nostrils of both children and adults. There is evidence that controversy raged
regarding the use of fresh disease-derived material versus dried, old material, which
could have made a substantial difference in the virulence of an inoculum.

Nobody predicted The Black Death of 1347- 1353. As far as we know, there were no
plague vaccines in existence then.

Similarly, nobody predicted The Great Plague that killed a fifth of London's population
in 1665-1666. There was no universally mandated plague vaccine back then.   Nor were
there plague vaccines during the 313 years (between 1353 and 1665) to prevent a plague
epidemic during those years.  Therefore, a plague vaccine played no role whatsoever in
the occurrence or recurrence of these two plague epidemics, and nobody could have
predicted that the two great epidemics would be separated by 313 years.

Similarly, the great yellow fever outbreak said by medical historians to have killed 2/5 of
Philadelphians in 1793 was not prevented by a universally-implemented vaccine program
(Bring Out Your Dead, Powell, Time Reading Program Special Edition Books, 1949).
Historical accounts claim that the famous Dr. Benjamin Rush (the revered signer of The
Declaration of Independence) thought yellow fever to be caused by rotting coffee on the
docks. Dr. Rush also thought the best therapeutics for yellow fever consisted of near
lethal doses of mercury, combined with exsanguinations to the extent that many of his
patients bled to death, before he fully appreciated the blood to body weight ratio. No
mention of vaccination regarding yellow fever can be found in any database or reference
from this era. This is to be expected, because it wasn't until Christmas morning in the
year 1900, when Walter Reed conducted his yellow fever transmission experiment, which
showed that yellow fever was transferred via the mosquito.

Although  the point has been belabored here with the examples of plague and yellow
fever on purpose, the relationship between epidemics and vaccine campaigns must be
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clearly defined with respect to causality or lack of causality when considering modern
epidemic occurrences, and vaccination or lack of vaccination.

In addition, it should be mentioned from the start, as suggested in a not well known book
entitled, Life Among Doctors (Harcourt, Brace, New York, 1949), as the famous microbe
hunter and chronicler, Paul De Kruif convincingly emphasized, evidence that changes in
nutritional additives to foods, as well as improvements in the realization of civil hygienic
programs (like the Roman aqueducts), have most likely reduced the spread of pathogens
and, prevented epidemics, and improved the quality of life for that portion of humanity
that has instituted these habits.  For instance, De Kruif showed how the preponderance of
evidence appears to show that although natural resistance to epidemics is a fundamental
part of our biology, and mass vaccination programs have retarded our understanding of
background incidence and resistance of infectious disease occurrence, it is clear that
improvements in mass nutrition strategies first put into place by Dr. Spies after President
Franklin Roosevelt refused to fund preventative medicine programs in favor of spending
for "planes, bombs, and bullets" (as he told De Kruif in a personal interview) for the
impending World War, have played a major role in avoiding epidemic diseases, both in
recent history and probably during antiquity, as practiced by the Greeks (flushable toilets
at Knosos Crete, 2,000 BC) and Romans (the aqueducts, 1A.D.). Finally, this review of
epidemics and vaccination reveals harmful assumptions about their relationship, that once
recognized and avoided, hopefully might serve to improve human health and wellbeing.

The following is a chronology of relatively recent epidemic outbreaks and vaccination
experience during the last several centuries, and this chronology appears to demonstrate a
predictable relationship between epidemic outbreaks and inoculation and vaccination
practices.
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A VACCINE TIMELINE

1717 Jesuits introduce inoculation from India to England with the help of Lady
Montague.

1767 Dr. Holwell sends back from India his report on the Brahmins inoculation
techniques (Holwell, J. Z., M.D., An Account of the Manner of Inoculating for the
Smallpox in the East Indies, London, 1767).

1797 Edward Jenner sends a paper to the Royal Society about variolae vaccinae or
smallpox of the cow and its potential similarities to human smallpox, and tries to
popularize the folklore that exposure to inflamed cow utters with corresponding
inflammation or eruptions on the milker’s hands is the cow form of human smallpox. The
paper is rejected and returned with a warning "He had better not promulgate such a wild
idea if he valued his reputation."

1798 Edward Jenner publishes his Inquiry variolae vaccinae, or smallpox of the cow.

1799 Jennerian doctrine and the practice of vaccination spreads all over England.

1800 Jennerian vaccination doctrine spreads all over the world. Benjamin Waterhouse of
Harvard University brings it to the U. S.

1803 Baron, in his "Life of Jenner," vol i., p. 604, says that Mr. Allen, Secretary to Lord
Holland, writing to Jenner from Madrid in 1803, observes:"There is no country likely to
receive more benefits from your labours than Spain; for, on the one hand, the mortality
among children from small-pox has always been very great; and, on the other hand, the
inoculation for the cow-pox has been received with the same enthusiasm here as in the
rest of Europe." .. . ."The result, however, was the reverse of satisfactory; the inoculation
of the spurious sort has proved fatal to many children at Seville, who have fallen victims
to the small-pox after they had been pronounced secure from that disease."

1839 Smallpox epidemic sweeps England and kills 22,081 people.

1840 Inoculation is outlawed by the British Parliament.

1850 In 1850, in the U.S. frigate Independence, with a ship’s company of 560 people
aboard, there were 116 cases of smallpox, seven fatal. Fleet-surgeon Whelen wrote: "The
crew of this ship almost universally presented what are regarded as genuine vaccine
marks. The protection, however, proved to be quite imperfect.”

1850 The New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal 1880, published a communication
from Dr. T. H. Bemiss, Lahaina, Hawaii, on the introduction and spread of leprosy in
these islands. "Alarmed," says the writer, "by an invasion of small-pox in 1853, a general
vaccination of the whole population was ordered, and physicians being at that time very
few on the islands, non-professionals aided in the work. It is charged by some that, as a
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natural result of the labours of the heterogeneous force so appointed, not only syphilis
but also leprosy was greatly increased. In my last circuit trip in my district, I found very
few adults who had never been vaccinated. This involves the question of inoculability (of
leprosy), in my opinion the main, if not the only means of propagation, other than
inheritance."

1853 In England, The Compulsory Vaccination Act is passed by Parliament. Every parent
is required to have their baby vaccinated within 3 months of birth or face a fine of 20
shillings.

1855 Medical Inquisition begins in U. S., as Massachusetts is the first state to adopt
mandatory vaccination laws.

1860 The following is part of a letter which appeared in the Lancet on July 7th, 1860,
signed a "Military Surgeon:”"VACCINATION AT SHORNCLIFFE.— SIR,— Having seen
in the Lancet of last week an article commenting on a return moved for by Mr.
DUNCOMBE, respecting those who have died from Vaccination, the number of
amputations required to save life at the camp at Shorncliffe, I can only say that it would
be advisable to extend this return, and ask for the number of those who have died or had
their arms amputated since the promulgation of an order from the late Director-General
ALEXANDER, limiting the performance of the operation to a particular part of the arm,
viz., two inches above the elbow-joint in front, immediately over the insertion of the
deltoid muscle. The results from this unfortunate erroneous rule, have, I fear, produced
an amount of injury that will never be known, as it will be exceedingly difficult, even in
the present day, to procure an accurate return, as military medical men are too fully
alive to the injury likely to occur to their future prospects of promotion in the service,
were they found ready and willing to expose such mistakes. The irritation, inflammation,
and consequent loss of limb, and in some cases of life, from adopting this rule, I myself
am practically acquainted with, as I was on board, not very long since, in a case where a
fine healthy young soldier had his arm amputated at the shoulder-joint to save his life, in
consequence of mortification supervening upon erysipelatous inflammation of the
forearm after Vaccination."

1864 "Upon the U.S. steamship Jamestown, serving in Japanese waters, there occurred,
in 1864, among a ship’s company of 212 persons, 31 cases of small-pox, with four
deaths. The entire crew had been vaccinated after leaving the United States."

1867 Nonpayment of fines for skipping smallpox vaccination result in harsher penalties.
Thousands defy the medical Inquisition and leave Britain rather than submit their
children to the practice.

1868 Anti-Compulsory Vaccination League is formed in Britain.

1868 "Small-pox was introduced from San Francisco in the year 1868. In that year a
general vaccination took place, spring lancets being used, which the President of the
Board of Health (Mr. David Dayton) informed me were difficult, if not impossible, to
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